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SUBJECT: STRAUSS/HAFERKAMP LETTER 

FROM AMB. STRAUSS TO AMB. HINTON 

1 . PI .EASE DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER TO EC VICE 
PRESIDENT HAFERKAMP. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR WILLY: 

1 APPRECIATE YOUR LETTER AND THE GOOD WILL IT REPRESENTS. 

I KNOW THAT I AM IMPATIENT. I AM GROWING OLDER AND THE 
TIME THAT I HAVE, I PLAN TO USE PRODUCTIVELY. I AM ALSO 
IMPATIENT FOR A SECOND LESS PERSONAL REASON. THE TIME IS 
SHORT FOR US TO HOLD THESE NEGOTIATIONS TOGETHER. WE HAVE 
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TO AVOID A BREAKDOWN DURING THESE THREE MONTHS THAT WOULD 
SEND A SHOCK WAVE THROUGHOUT THE BUSINESS COMMUNITIES OF 
EACH OF OUR COUNTRIES. 

I AM ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT THAT I FIND EVERYWHERE AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT A RECOGNITION THAT THE TRADING 
SYSTEM IS EXCEEDINGLY FRAGILE, THAT UTMOST EFFORTS ARE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NEEDED TO PRESERVE IT. 

WE HAVE A GREAT UNDERTAKING IN GENEVA. IT IS THE ONLY 
MAIOR NEGOTIATION THAT WE SHALL SEE IN THE TWENTY YEARS 
FOLLOWING THE KENNEDY ROUND. I HAVE TRIED TO BRIDGE 
EVERY GAP IN OUR POSITIONS AND I BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE 
ACTED IN THE SAME SPIRIT. 

NOW, THIS NEXT WEEK, WE MUST PROCEED TO OBTAIN THE COMMIT- 
MENT OF OTHER COUNTRIES TO THE ACCORD WE HAVE REACHED. 

IF THE WORK PROGRAM WE AGREED TO IS SEEN AS NO LONGER 
BEING FEASIBLE, THE WORLDWIDE SENSE OF OPPORTUNITY WILL 
BE LOST. 

I CANNOT COMMIT THE UNITED STATES TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
INDEFINITELY. PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT THIS IS NOT FROM 
LACK OF GOOD WILL, BUT I WILL MAKE NO PROMISE UNLESS I 
FEEL THAT I CAN DELIVER ON IT. DAILY, THE NUMBER OF 
VISITORS REQUESTING PROTECTION FROM IMPORTS GROWS. THE 
PRESSURE FROM OUR CONGRESS IS INTENSE FOR THE PRESIDENT 
AND FOR ME. I WILL TRY TO HOLD THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
COURSE AS LONG AS I CAN, AS WILL THE PRESIDENT. BUT, 

OUR SUCCESS IN RESISTING THESE PRESSURES WILL DEPEND IN 
LARGE MEASURE ON WHETHER WE ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE 
ACTUAL NEGOTIATING PHASE OF THE MULTILATERAL TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS BY MID- JANUARY. 
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I DO VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS THAT YOU, YOUR 
FELLOW COMMISSIONERS AND ROY DENMAN ARE MAKING. 

BEST REGARDS, 

BOB 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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